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number of officers and attendants, a retinue of
twenty-two coaches and the state carriages, slowly
made their -way to Alsace. It "was a fine journey,
capable of stirring the imagination; and the Duke's
sister spared nothing that "would display its magni-
ficence and brilliance.

During the ceremony of betrothal that took place
on i4th August, the people of Strasbourg showed
a spontaneous gaiety and excitement; illuminations,
parties, salutes of cannon-fire, and rejoicings
livened the streets of the city. In the nave of the
cathedral, decorated with lavishness and splendour,
the marriage ceremony was performed the next day.
In the midst of an eager throng Cardinal de Rohan,
the Canon-counts of Strasbourg, the clergy, both
secular and regular, conducted the queen from the
church porch to the choir. The bells rang in full
peals, the guard sounded their trumpets, while the
dull beat of the drums accompanied the kettle-
drums.

Moved, and a little frightened by the stares of
the bystanders, the cynosure of a huge crowd,
Marie Leczinska reached her place, scarcely able
to check the violent beating of her heart. She
humbly knelt and offered up a prayer of thanks
to God. At times her eyes followed these am-
bassadors, masters of ceremonies and princes
whose queen she was to be henceforth. Stanislas
and the queen of Poland led their child to the
altar; Pierre de Nolhac in a detailed description
remarks on Marie Leozinska's dress, of silver
brocade trimmed with silver lace and sprinkled
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